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Whilst visiting in the Nashville area, we travel to the nearby town of Franklin where we lived 
before moving to Boise.  There is a new 
u p s c a l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  c a l l e d 
Westhaven.  Homes are around 
$1M.  Some ham buyer negotiated a deal 
for a ham shack.  There will   be   a   beam 
antenna  
on  
top? 
 
So there is hope! ;-) 
73 
Gene W4IMT ;-) 
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COACHELLA VALLEY 
R.A.C.E.S. 

 
The monthly meeting was held at Civic 
Yard, Palm Springs on Thursday 11 Sep-

tember 2008 with some 36 attendees.  Thanks once 
again to City of Palm Springs for allowing us to use 
those facilities. 

 
A sign-in sheet was circulated for the State-wide 
“Golden Guardian” exercise 9am-2pm Thursday, No-
vember 13th.    Members should Google ‘Golden Guard-
ian’ for more information on this event.  Please note 
in connection with this drill date that the normal 
November RACES meeting will be held one week ear-
lier i.e. on Thursday 6 November 2008. 

 
The meeting received a presentation by Kevin Brown, 
Emergency Services Coordinator Riverside Fire Dept.   
This dealt with the issues surrounding the earthquake 
anticipated for the valley and how much devastation 
this could cause to life in southern California.  See 
also website www.shakeout.org 

 
Ken Nelson also referred to the Tour de Palm Springs 
bike ride again scheduled for February 2009.   He will 
soon be collecting names of volunteers. 

 
The meeting ended with a mock message drill. 

 
Members are reminded of the huge amount of informa-
tion contained on the County RACES website.  
http://www.rivcoraces.org  This is a fully revised 
website.  All queries please refer to the webmaster 
Tom Baker KI6CDF. 

 
All members are encouraged to check it out before the 
next meeting which is scheduled for Thursday 9 Octo-
ber 2008.  I look forward to seeing you there– but of 
course EMERGENCIES CAN HAPPEN in between 
times. This is a regular reminder to keep your portable 
battery and a spare fully charged.   That ‘quake 
could happen five minutes from now – has your family 
got water and other supplies? 

 
 

Ken Nelson   W6NEL 
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services 
District Officer, Coachella Valley 
Home Phone 951-849-7397 
Cell Phone 760-219-7962 
Pager 951-270-4705 
 
(Article Submitted by David W6OPS) 
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RUNNING FOR CVARC OFFICE ? 
  

A membership list of club members has been looked at for 
the coming year.  A selected few have made the selection 
list.  You may be one of the lucky ones.  Please don't come 
up with a reply that tells the messenger “NO”.  Again, I've 
been an amateur 55 yrs and believe I've heard all the good 
answers.  Remember, you are one of the lucky ones to be 
asked to run for office, to run the club one year; not a 
life time job.  We need new blood and new ideas to keep 
the club running and having fun.   

 

We all understand you have other interest other than 
ham radio, (like a job) but remember that ham ticket in 
your pocket is not only a ticket to operate, but to com-
municate, meaning to put your ideas across the table and 
help someone else to be a good ham or to work with you 
as a club officer.  This club paper is a good example of ham 
radio, no RF but a lot of good thinking to make you want 
to read each month what is going on.  Don't tell me Joyce 
is not a busy lady, and you sure don't want to try to tell 
her that either. 

 

The club has two months of off time during the summer.  
Field Day, the last weekend in June is our really big get 
together for contest and emergency preparedness with 
the help of the ARRL.  The selection of new club officers 
will begin in October and voting will take place in No-
vember.  At the Xmas party new officers will be installed 
for the coming year.  You now have the agenda of what 
our club will be doing with your help next year.  The 
President and VP this year were both new officers.  In 
fact the position of each office will be open for nomina-
tion so please call Harold on the phone or email him to 
say you wish to be on the list of officers.  Get a buddy to 
put your name on the list so you can be voted on in No-
vember.  You know who you are.  Don't make me call you 
before the next meeting.  Save all of us the trouble. 
 

73, Bill Dews K6AWO 
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THE DESERT RATS  
 

It was nice to see familiar 
faces and new faces at the 

first meeting of the year for the Desert RATS.   There was 
a discussion about IECARO (Inland Empire Council for 
Amateur Radio Organizations) which we have been a mem-
ber of since 1995.  There will be a meeting of the club Presi-
dents and Delegates to determine if they will host a 2009 
ARRL convention.  Chris, K6YNW, gave an in depth report 
on the ARRL Convention in Mesa, Arizona.  He enjoyed 
many of the talks and said it was a very good convention. 

 

The October and November meeting dates were reported in 
error in the last Repeater.  The October meeting will be on 
October 21, 2008, and will be accepting nominations for 
club officers.  We will also be discussing activities for the 
following year, including Winter Field Day at the end of 
January.  We will also be discussing the possibility of a 
class for Tech as well as following with a class for Gen-
eral.   The November meeting will be on November 18, 2008, 
and we will be having elections.  Both are on the 3rd Tues-
day. The remaining dates were reported correctly. Please 
review web site for all updated information..  See Calen-
dar of events at http://ical.mac.com/pete.r/Desert%
20RATS%20Events%20Calendar/ 

 

Dues notices will be going out by the end of the year for 
January renewal.  Please watch for these notices and get 
your membership in early. 

 

Henry, W6VZA, gave a report on the Desert RATS re-
peater.  He also reported on ERICA (Eastern Riverside 
County Interoperable Communications Authority). Henry 
has been working hard on this project. So far Palm Springs, 
Cathedral City, Desert Hot Springs, Indio, and Beaumont 
have joined forces in ERICA for Communications for the 
effective resolution of manmade or natural disasters.  It 
will coordinate the Police, Public Works and Fire Depart-
ments.  Plans are being made for all of Southern California 
including Imperial, San Diego and Orange Counties.  Even-
tually San Bernardino County and the remainder of River-
side County will join. There is ease of expansion to many 
additional groups. 

 

Looking forward to seeing all of you at the next meeting.  

Board members of the Desert R.A.T.S. 
President:  Peter Reinzuch  VE7REZ-
pete.r@mac.com 

 

Vice President:  Gary Boskovich  KD6QLT 
sboskovich@dc.rr.com 

 

Secretary:  Patrick Case  KG6NXC 
rider140@juno.com 

 

Treasurer:  Chris Vance  K6YNW 
w6ynw@w6nry.org 

 

Trustee of Call:  Henry Richter  W6VZA 
henryrichter@earthlink.net 

 

Club Website - http://desertrats.x.am 
Repeater - WD6RAT 146.940- pl 107.2 

 COACHELLA VALLEY  
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

it's that time, elections are coming up.  It's time to nominate
 your choice for office.  Elections will be in November.  
I will not be running for office this election.  

    

The field day at Hemet Lake went well and everyone had a 
great time, even though two of us did some falling on our 
back sides, giving the crew a few good chuckles.  All in all, 
it went well.  Thanks to the cooks, they did a great job.  If 
you missed being there, you lost out on a great meal or 
two. 

 

I would like to see the club get into sponsoring young peo-
ple in a club, i.e. car club, etc.  We need to bring in new 
people to keep this hobby going.  Any ideas will 
be helpful. 
 
 Tom AE6WL, President 
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Another cool web site . . . 
 

http://bigbearscanner.com 
   

you can listen to the Fire Incidents, live cam's 
dispatch audio, and all kinds of things.  It's not 

busy all the time; it's just like your scanner.  It comes 
and goes . . . its fun for those who use their scanners. 

 
Maureen  K6BSC 
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October 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

NET(s) FREQUENCIES: Sundays 830 hrs  -    RACES Net (3.945 MHz) 
 Mondays 1900 hrs -    Desert RATS Net (146.940-, 107.2 pl) 
 Thursdays 1900 hrs -    Coachella Valley RACES Net (146.025+, 107.2 pl) 

7 pm RATS NET 

7 pm RATS NET 

7 pm CV RACES NET 

7 pm RATS NET 

7 pm RACES 
COMM. TEST 

146.025+ pl107.2 

7 pm CV RACES NET 

7:15 pm  
RACES Mtg 

425 N. Civic Dr,  
Palm 

Springs 

7 pm CVARC 
Mtg 

Cathedral City 
Fire Dept, 

32100 
Desert 

Vista Rd  

7 pm RATS 
Mtg 

Palm Spgs 
PD Trng Ctr, 

Library @ 
Civic Way 

8:30 am RACES  
NET 

7 pm RATS NET 

7 pm CV RACES NET 

7 pm VE 
Testing 

Red 
Cross 

(42nd 
& Cor-
porate 
Way) 

8:30 am RACES  
NET 

8:30 am RACES  
NET 

8:30 am RACES  
NET 

7 pm CV RACES NET 

9 am  
VE Testing 
Cathedral 
City Fire 

Dept, 32100 
Desert Vista 

Rd 

Happy  
Halloween 


